
HOPE’S NOTES – Wednesday, May 26, 2021 

 
 

Please tune to FM 87.9 in your car.  It can only be heard in our parking lots. 
 
 

 
 

 

Six and a half years ago, I first arrived at Hope, expecting to do a standard two-to-three-year interim 
assignment and help prepare you for a new called pastor.  I had no idea that person would be me and I would 
stay here until now. God has an interesting sense of humor! 
 
The beginning of my time here was intense. There were nearly 30 people on the shut-in lists, and I was called 
upon to bury many of them in my first two years. It is not the way any of us would have had it, but it did 
result in getting to know many of you more intimately than most interim pastors ever bond with their 
congregations. 
 
A few you asked if I would stay on in a settled call, but I repeated my oft spoken response, “I am your 
interim”. For some reason when Frank Gebers asked me and declared that even a short-term pastorate with 
the right person was worth the repeated vacancy in a short while, I listened.  Others had said similar things 
but somehow that one got the wheels turning and after consultation with then Bishop Lohrmann, I accepted 
the term call to be Hope’s pastor and to understand my time here as my last call before retirement. COVID 
pushed that back an extra five months but now the time has come. 
 
I will miss y’all very much and perhaps Sue will miss you even more!  You have made us part of your families 
and for that we are very, very grateful. So, this next part will be hard, but I need to ask for some boundaries 
for the future. 
 
Please do not call for emergencies. The officers and the church office have names to connect you with for 
pastoral care.  Sue and I will still be reading prayer chains and will always lift you in prayer. My capacity for 
performing such care is waning and I would like to enjoy my retirement for a while. 
 

Please do not ask me to conduct special services, such as baptisms, weddings, or funerals.  Yes, I count your 
friendships highly, but I did those tasks because I was your pastor and from now on, I will not be. Those tasks 
belong in the office of Hope’s pastor. 
 
In the short run, we will absent ourselves from Hope to allow you to move on and frankly to allow ourselves 
to settle into this new phase in our lives.  In the future should God grant us the time, we may visit 
occasionally. It will be a delight to see former parishioners who are lifetime friends. 
 
I know you will continue to be a beacon of the proclamation of the Gospel in this place and know that each of 
you and all of you will be in our prayers.   
 
God be with you, 
PK 
 
 
Prayer Concerns: Laura Durham, Lorna Fintel, Margaret Gerken, Bernadine Meyer, Beth Ann Miller, Luella 

Ohlrich, Scott Prigge, Bob Rohrs, Burdell Schwiebert, Dianne Schwiebert, Richard Storch, Rudy Brandt, Casey 

Ellerbrock, Marla Gordon, Luke Haselman, Eulene Keeton, Marge Lanzer,  Shellee Murcko, Lowell Orthwine, 

Sue Reese, Ruth Roberts, Anthony Rust, Mark Spiess, Bob Witte. 



Some of our members have mobility concerns and are also most at risk for COVID-19. They would likely resist 
the term “shut-in”, but they do not get out and around much this time of year. Please be encouraged to make 
a point of sending them notes, cards, and remembrances. 
 
Laura Durham - Bowling Green Manor, 1021 West Poe Rd., Bowling Green, OH 43402                                                                                                                                                                    
Lorna Fintel – Brookdale Bowling Green #130, 121 N. Wintergarden Road, Bowling Green, OH  43402 
Margaret Gerken - Vancrest Health Care Center, 600 E. Joe E. Brown Ave., Holgate, OH  43527                                                                                       
Bernadine Meyer - Vancrest Health Care Center, 600 E. Joe E. Brown Ave., Holgate, OH  43527                                   
Beth Ann Miller - Vancrest Health Care Center, 600 E. Joe E. Brown Ave., Holgate, OH  43527                                            
Bob Rohrs – 10389 County Rd. K, Malinta, OH  43535 
Burdell Schwiebert - Vancrest Health Care Center, 600 E. Joe E, Brown Ave., Holgate, OH  43527   
Richard & Dorene Storch – G534 County Road 8, Hamler, OH  43524 
 
 
God’s blessing on this year’s high school graduates:  Maggie Rohrs and Makayla Updike. 
 
The flowers on the altar this Sunday morning will be from the Graduating Class of 2021. 
 
Please join us for a retirement/farewell reception for Pastor Keith following the service on May 30th. 
 
The June Door Offering will be received on June 13th for Lutheran World Relief/Blanket Fund. 
 
The Holgate Volleyball Team is having a fundraiser and collecting gently worn or new shoes. These shoes are 
used to support micro-enterprise vendors. Micro-enterprises are small businesses in developing nations. They 
are typically operated by one person or family and friends, depending on size. They are collecting them until 
July 2nd. If you have any shoes you’d like to donate, we have placed a box at the bottom of the stairs in the 
church basement. There are also drop off locations at Clubhouse Pizza, Fierce & Fit, and County Pride Market. 
 
A Memorial Day Service is scheduled for May 31st at 7pm at the Holgate School cafeteria. The speaker will be 
Pastor Theodore Rellstab of St. John Lutheran Church, Holgate. The Holgate High School Band will be 
participating and Leslie Dietrich will be singing the closing patriotic song. This is sponsored by the Holgate 
American Legion. 
 
I want to thank everyone for their prayers, calls and cards during my surgery and recovery.  A special thank 
you to Pastor Keith for his prayers and calls.  I appreciate it.  Roger Petersen 
 
 
 

 
Offerings 

General Fund: $3,766.00 
New Construction Fund: $200.00 

 
 

Endowment Loan Balance as of 5/14/2021 
Loan Balance to be repaid: $122,504.62 

 
 
 
 



 
On the Calendar at Hope 

  

 May 26 Worship Ministry at 5 pm 
   Worship/Communion at 7 pm 
   Property Ministry at 7:30 pm 
 May 30 Worship/Communion/Graduation Recognition at 10:15 am 
   Following Worship: Farewell Reception for Pastor Keith 
 June 1 Sewing at 1 pm 
   Council at 7 pm 
 June 6 Worship/Communion at 10:15 am 
 June 8 Sewing at 1 pm 
 June 9 Worship at 7 pm 
 June 13 Worship at 10:15 am 
   Door Offering (LWR/Blanket Fund) 
   Following Worship: Christian Ed. Ministry 

 

Healthy Hope Mini Notes 

 

We are entering another time of uncertainty. As COVID numbers are decreasing and more are getting 
vaccinated, Ohio is beginning to return to some normalcy. Here at Hope Lutheran Church, masks will be 
coming off soon, if you choose. Hymnals will be returned to the pews soon. We have creatively negotiated 
the ups and downs of COVID. Now we are moving into another unfamiliar territory. Pastor Keith is retiring 
this week. We have known and planned this since he was called to be our minister. This does not make it 
any easier. He will be missed and we all wish him a wonderful retirement.  
 
Pastor Keith has been with us through many joyous events such as birth announcements, baptisms, first 
communion, confirmation, bible school, catechism and Bible study classes, graduations, high school 
football seasons as the team chaplain, and weddings. He has also been at the bedside during illnesses, 
surgeries and attending to our shut-ins with prayers, guidance and comforting words. Pastor Keith has 
presided at numerous funerals for our congregation.  
 
Saying goodbye is never easy. This is a time of transition. Please be patient with our church council and our 
call committee. We may be having different ministers every Sunday. We may find someone to lead 
worship on a regular basis. We do not have all the answers, but we do know that we have a wonderful 
congregation with members that have many gifts and talents. Some Sundays may be led by willing 
members. Some Sundays may be song Sundays to share the gifts of favorite hymns and lift our voices to 
sing praises.  
 
I will be visiting shut-ins and taking communion to them on a monthly basis. If there is a prayer need, our 
prayer chain is available. If there is a need for a hospital visit, Deb Moser will forward the request to me or 
as the plan evolves, to the minister assigned.  
 
Thank you to the person who donated time and talent to add flowers and spruce up the church garden. It 
is lovely. If you stop by the church and notice the flowers need watered, feel free to do so. The hose is on 
the north side of the church. 
 
God is good, He is good always. 
Janelle Cline    


